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summer miniature artist series livens up the week
Artist Team LaRoche and Hastrich Share the Delicate Art of Creating Miniatures   

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (May 31, 2011) Toy & Miniature Museum of Kansas City welcomes Linda LaRoche and James Hastrich on June 14-15, appearing as the first part of the museum’s Summer Miniature Artist Series. The series is a two-part celebration of the art of miniatures, where featured artists of distinction will share their techniques, inspirations and pieces with Kansas City’s thriving arts community.   
ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

Linda LaRoche and James Hastrich have been making miniature furniture for more than three decades. They each began their career in wood working, studying as a miniature ship builder and cabinet-maker. However, they found passion in the intricacies of miniature furniture. LaRoche is a specialist in creating highly elaborate carved miniatures while Hastrich is known for the delicate finishes he adds to the miniature furniture. The two artists currently work in Maine and collaborate often. The Toy and Miniature Museum owns many of their works, including an Art Nouveau jardinière specially commissioned for the museum.  
TUESDAY, JUNE 14

ARTIST LECTURE AND GALLERY TOUR
The Toy and Miniature Museum will host a reception and artist talk with Linda LaRoche and James Hastrich followed by a gallery tour of their intricate works of art. Learn how they came to be miniature artists and what has captivated them for more than 30 years.  
RSVP Required due to limited space (Tony Julo, 816.333.9328x10) 

Time 5:30 pm 
Cost: Public- $7; Members- Free
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 

ARTIST LECTURE AND GALLERY TOUR

Miniature artists Linda LaRoche and James Hastrich will give a lecture and gallery tour of their work including LaRoche’s jardinière, a piece specially commissioned for the museum, and the Hadley chest, a collaborative piece between LaRoche and Hastrich.  

Time:  11:00 am

Cost:  Lecture and Gallery Tour included in general admission

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 
DEMONSTRATION AND MINIATURE FURNITURE WORKSHOP
Miniature artists Linda LaRoche and James Hastrich will demonstrate the techniques and tools they use to create fine-scale miniatures. School-aged children to adults can participate in this miniature workshop. Don’t worry if you’re not the artistic type—the project is fun for everyone!
Time: 1 – 3:30   p.m., come and go format 
Cost: Free with admission for general public, members free 
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The Toy and Miniature Museum is a Blue Star Museum. The program honors our nation’s military families for everything they have done for the country. The free museum admission program runs from Memorial Day through Labor Day. It is available to all active-duty military and their immediate family members. 
The  Toy & Miniature Museum of Kansas City is devoted to the art of play. For more than 25 years, the museum has delighted visitors with the world’s largest collection of miniatures, well-loved antique toys and marbles. With 38 rooms to explore and year-round programming, the museum experience is a joyful reconnection with the beauty and craft of play. Whether you’re an art enthusiast, collector or curious child, there is something for all ages and interests. For more information, call 816.333.9328 or visit www.toyandminiaturemuseum.org.
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