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new miniature acquisition uncovers the genius of a 1950’s artist   
the boston beacon hill house unveiling marks the first in a series of programs focused on miniatures   
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (April 19, 2010) On Tuesday, May 11, 2010, at 6 p.m., The Kansas City Toy & Miniature Museum will unveil its recent acquisition, The Boston Beacon Hill House, at a private event held  for members. The piece will open for public viewing starting on Saturday, May 15, at 1:30 p.m., when a second gallery talk will be held. 

This awe-inspiring, fine-scale miniature is an incredible piece of artwork by artist Frank Matter (1891-1979), with an architectural structure in 1/48 scale (each inch the miniature measures = 48 inches in the full-scale world). Acquired by the museum in 2008, the piece underwent renovation by miniature artist William R. Robertson to prepare for its museum debut. During the renovation process, Robertson uncovered a treasure trove of astonishing craftsmanship, including mind-boggling functioning pieces. Prior to the unveiling at 7 p.m., Robertson will give a talk at 6:30 p.m. discussing his findings. The gallery talk on the 15th will focus on the same subject matter, where Robertson will reveal his discoveries restoring the piece and uncovering Matter’s genius along the way.    
Fascinating details about The Boston Beacon Hill House: 

· In the 1950’s, art patron Claire Bagley Hammons hired miniature artist Frank Matter to build the elaborate structure, now a historically significant piece revealing Matter’s artistic genius.  
· Inside the house is a functioning teapot made of 14 karat white gold, created and engraved by Seattle jeweler Anchor Jenson and roughly the size of a pencil eraser. The accompanying cream and sugar are comparable in size to grains of rice. 
· The house’s grandfather clock is modeled after an Eli Terry piece and features the smallest watch movement in the world, removed from a diamond bracelet watch by Le Coultre.  
· Other features in the house include hand-stitched rugs, a painting of Hammons and painted china, much of which existed in full-scale in Hammons’ home. 
· Like a real home, Robertson treated the Boston Beacon Hill House for asbestos during renovation. 
WHO:


The Kansas City Toy & Miniature Museum 

WHAT:


Private Reception and Unveiling of the Boston Beacon Hill House 

WHEN:


Tuesday May 11



6 – 7:30 p.m. 
DETAILS: 

6 p.m.

Doors open/refreshments 




6:30 p.m.
Lecture from William R. Robertson 




7 p.m. 

Unveiling of The Boston Beacon Hill House 




7:30 p.m.
Close of event  
PHOTO OPPS:
The Museum invites the local media to capture the unveiling of this exciting piece. Because the unveiling will be held 3 days prior to the public viewing, television crews and photographers are welcome to shoot B-roll or take photos to run in tandem with the public viewing.  
Toy and Miniature Museum of Kansas City has delighted visitors with its marvels and family activities for over 25 years. Last summer, the Museum gathered a crowd of over 600 to break the Guinness World Record for ‘World’s Largest Marble Tournament’. Visitors, both young and young-at-heart, travel from all over the world to see an unparalleled collection of dolls, miniatures and toys. For more information, call 816.333.9328 or visit www.toyandminiaturemuseum.org.
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